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account. It may be that this neglect has come from their comparative constancy of outline. It is easy to trace
most of the internal workings of the State to the town system or its equivalents, and to accept them as a purely
natural outgrowth. But it is just as easy to see that the external outline of New York, Illinois, or Texas has, from a
very early period, been much the same as at present, and to accept it as artificial, as imposed on the State spirit
by some superior power. And it must be confessed that this distinction holds good as a general rule. Each of our
States has had, throughout its history, a remarkable uniformity of feature. There is comparatively little of that
breaking up and reuniting, that shooting out of a crystal here, or disappearance of a limb there, which gives
the idea of natural growth in a French kingdom, while it makes it difficult to say just where the growth took
permanent shape. Our States, we might almost say, came into the world full grown, like Minerva. Even the
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