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ST E\ EI\' SOI\ Variously seen as a writer of adventure stories for the young, a
skilled essayist, a poet, a frail genius fated to die young, Robert
Louis Stephenson was all of these and more. In lan Bell's Dreams
of Exile readers not only gain a unique insight into the man and
the writer, but his life, his influences and, of course, his legacy.
Born into a family that had risen from the soil to prosper as
lighthouse engineers, Stephenson was much influenced by the
environment in which he was raised and the principles held by
his ancestors, including a dour Calvinism which provided the
obsession with evil so evident in works such as The Strange Case
of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. Indeed, many of his tales can be traced
back to youthful fantasies stemming from ghost stories he heard
from his nurse, Alison 'Cummy' Cunningham. lan Bell's
entertaining biography also explores how Stephenson's
preference for older women led to his marriage to the American
divorcee Fanny Vandegrift Osbourne and his subsequent
adoption of her family, which was often detrimental to his own
best interests....
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Reviews

This book is definitely not easy to get going on reading but extremely entertaining to learn. It is actually filled with
knowledge and wisdom | am very easily will get a delight of reading a composed ebook.
-- Krystina Breitenberg

The publication is great and fantastic. It can be filled with knowledge and wisdom You wont truly feel monotony at at
any moment of your time (that's what catalogues are for about if you ask me).
-- Dr. Marcos Grimes Il
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