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been concealed by the prosecutor in State court, which did not order discovery. So you come to Federal court,
you are in Federal court, and you say, look, there is irrefutable evidence that was in the prosecutors file that |
did not pull the trigger, but you cannot prove that, consistent with principles of felony murder, that you ei-ther
were not there or out in the getaway car or something like that, you cannot get that - you cannot get in the
door. The Federal court does not have jurisdiction to consider that claim. Now, lets look at guilt innocence,
which is, you know, after all, the main event here. Innocence claims do not arrive in Federal court as fully
formed claims of actual innocence. What happens is that the fear here is and what habeas corpus protects is
instances in which there is something fundamentally unfair, not just some-what unfair but constitutionally
unfair in the procedures that took place. There are instances, there are many instances in which as a result of
those fundamentally unfair procedures, innocent people are convicted even though they do not have fully
formed proof of their innocence at the outset. There are many, many instances in which in Federal habeas cor-
pus and in State habeas corpus prisoners prevail on claims of fun-damental constitutional violations and are
thereafter, when the violation is corrected, acquitted or exonerated. There was a report in yesterdays
newspaper about a...
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