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abstract: In 1963, a group of 14 seven-year-old British children from various socio-economic backgrounds spent
what seemed to be an ordinary day of enjoyment at the zoo, the playground and a dance party. These children
did neither meet by chance nor did they happen to be just 'any' children. They were chosen, although rather
arbitrarily, and brought together for a film project named Seven Up!, a documentary that would later be
described as 'one of the towering achievements in the history of documentary film'. The series was directed by
Paul Almond and filmed by the camera operator Michael Apted, who later became the director of the sequels.
Seven Up! was first launched by London based Granada Television as part of a program called World in Action
and broadcast on ITV, an independent British network, on May 5, 1964. The two objectives of Seven Up! were the
attempt to represent the variety of social classes in England at the present time on the one hand and a study of
the development of English culture on the other. Apted hoped to acquire 'a glimpse of England in the year
2000'. The Jesuit proverb 'Give me a child until he is seven and I will give you the man' was chosen as a
proposition to the series as a result of the assumption that a child's future is somewhat predestined by its
affiliation with a particular social class. Since 1964, a new documentary was filmed every seven years, hence the
production of...
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