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Congressman Latham helped us turn the task force into a fully funded task force. The task force today is made
up of 18 sworn officers, 2 analysts, 3 of these are DEA agents, 6 are Sioux City police officers, and the remainder
represent the States of South Dakota, Nebraska, lowa DNE, the South Sioux City Police Department, the
Woodbury County Sheriffs Office. Becoming a DEA-sponsored task force al-lowed us to deputize all officers in
the task force giving them the jurisdiction to follow the cases anywhere in the country. All this was made
possible by congressional help that weve received from such grants as the Byrne and the HIDTA funding.
Thanks to this support we are able to address cases with as broad a scope as Sioux Falls, SD, Fort Dodge,
Norfolk and Omaha, NE, Worthing-ton, MN, and many other communities. Recently HIDTA conducted a survey
to assess the perceived strengths and weaknesses in law enforcement agencies today. Per-ceived strengths
included a more cooperative approach to law en-forcement with better communication, sharing of equipment
and fa-cilities, multi-jurisdictional task force which removed boundaries among jurisdictions, fueled a law
enforcement cooperative effort and leading to the dissemination to not only drugs but property and violent
crimes as well. And better prosecution has been se-cured by the U. S. Federal attorneys office who has increased
the number of prosecutors dealing with the drug problems in our com-munities, specifically through HIDTA
grants which help us tremen-cdously. eived...
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