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Service to acquire and in-corporate into the boundaries of the Blue Ridge Parkway up to 50 thousand acres
that are contiguous to current Parkway property. These properties must be identified by the superintendent of
the Parkway as top priorities for viewshed protection, and may only be acquired from willing sellers. Eminent
domain cannot be used to carry out any portion of this bill. In working with the National Park Service during
the drafting of this legislation, it is clear that there are concerns about specific portions of this bill, all of which
we believe can be properly ad-dressed with the help and the expertise of this Subcommittee. | am grateful that
the Park Service has shown such willingness to work with me and the other sponsors of this bill, Representa-
tives David Price, Rick Boucher, and Tom Perriello, to enhance por-tions of this bill pertaining to the acquisition
authority and how best to utilize the great resources and abilities of qualified land conservation groups. It is an
honor for me to represent this bill and have Reid Wilson, Executive Director of the Conservation Trust for North
Carolina, testify on behalf of this legislation. | want to thank you again for your time and attention to the Blue
Ridge Parkway Protection Act. | look forward to hearing...
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